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Getting to the heart of our Lenten practices
I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have called you, and you are mine…

We started our Lenten Season with another oddity in the liturgical year, like Christmas falling on the day

after the 4th Sunday of Advent, when we had St.Valentine’s Day land on Ash Wednesday.This hasn’t
happened since 1945 so I thought I’d share more about the liturgical celebrations with roots that trace back
to the early days of the Church. In addition to celebrating Valentine’s Day, on Ash Wednesday we celebrated
the beginning of Lent, a 40-day fast period that is symbolic of the 40 days Jesus spent in the desert. (The
current practice of celebrating Ash Wednesday 46 days before Easter was established by Pope Gregory in
601 AD – 40 fasting days and 6 Sunday “feast” days. He also established the practice of marking parishioners’ foreheads with ashes in the shape of a cross.) Why do we celebrate Lent? The Catechism of the Catholic Church sums it up succinctly: “By the solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself each year
to the mystery of Jesus in the desert” (CCC 540). Lent is a time of reflection and preparation before Easter,
just as Jesus prepared for his ministry by spending 40 days in the desert.
Valentine’s Day, Ash Wednesday and Lent have something in common.These are all days we give gifts to
the ones we love to show that we love them. In the case of Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent, they are
our gifts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving that are a gift of love to God from our hearts.
And it’s important to remember through this season, that God loves us, too. “For God so loved the world
that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal
life.” (John 3:16)
Next month we’ll take a closer look at the Triduum. For now, I hope your Lent is off to a meaningful start
and that you remain steadfast in your preparations through these next few weeks. That will help it be a
period filled with love for you and lead you to a very meaningful Easter, our most holy celebration of all.
							

		 —Deacon Bob Bonomi

Stations of the Cross
We embrace this beautiful tradition to devote ourselves to Christ and remind ourselves of his
passion each Friday in Lent.
Christians began walking the actual Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, the path Jesus walked to Mount
Calvary, to contemplate the Passion of Christ.When it became too dangerous to visit this path during
the wars between Muslims and Christians, replicas of this holy place were created so people could still
experience the way of the cross spiritually. Stations usually feature 14 plaques or reliefs that the faithful
travel from image to image, in order, stopping at each station to say the selected prayers.These Stations
are a clear reminder of the sufferings Jesus endured for us. For more about Stations of the Cross, please
see http://www.ewtn.com/library/answers/stcross.htm
Please join us Fridays: 6:30pm – English

7:15pm – Spanish

I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

–Psalm 116:9

SAINT PAUL SCHOOL
Alumni Reunion

Join with SPS classmates to reminisce
and raise a toast to Packer Pride!
The Saint Paul School Reunion is on March 2 from 7-9 pm
in the school courtyard. All graduating classes along with
alumni parents are invited. Please join us and reconnect
with your former classmates.
Register online www.spsdfw.com.

The annual school auction is March 3
If you haven’t purchased your tickets, it isn’t too late!
Go to www.spsdfw.com to make reservations
and purchase raffle tickets.

Saint Paul School Dinner & Auction

Your generous support is urged:
the auction raises money for school needs including scholarships!
At Saint Paul, we believe that a Catholic
school education isn’t a luxury granted to only
those who can afford it. For many, the expense
of tuition is out of reach and our community
chooses to assist those who demonstrate a need
and a desire to be educated at Saint Paul. Our
ability to provide financial assistance to our
community is heavily dependent on monies
raised at the auction. With over 40 percent of
our student population on financial assistance,
your participation is critical to ensuring that
we can continue to provide student scholarships and support our diverse and welcoming
community.

Our annual auction is the school’s largest fundraiser, helping us fund a significant portion of the school’s general operations and enriching our students’
educational resources. We are expecting enthusiastic alumni, parents and community members to attend this year’s event.
Auction-goers will have the chance to bid on two live auction packages offered
by Father Szatkowski: a family bowling session or a day of shooting at
Elm Fork. Let the bidding begin!
If you cannot attend, please support the auction with a donation or by
purchasing a raffle ticket for:
Grand Prize Spectacular 3-Night trip to Chicago for 4
Includes: Airfare
		
$1,000 gift card
		
Stay in a luxurious home overlooking the river
		
CityPass to Chicago attractions

Let us pray...
On Monday, February 12, students, parishioners, and
community leaders gathered to pray the rosary for the
fallen Richardson police officer, David Sherrard. The
rosary was organized and led by Saint Paul students.
May the Lord watch over the Sherrard family and all our
first responders, and may we always remain grateful
for them.

Meet Ryan Buchanan

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Youth Ministry changed his life tremendously, and now
Ryan Buchanan is ready to pass along that love of our
Catholic faith. By the way, he converted from the Baptist
faith to Catholicism in 2007.

Ryan’s conversion story starts with a girl – as he says,
“THE girl!” He explained that she invited him to her
youth group and there he found an incredible relationship
with God. “And then He gave me an incredible relationship with that girl, my wife Alexes.”
Ryan said, “We are very excited to come to Saint Paul the
Apostle community and we cannot wait to meet all of
you! I aim to provide an environment where our youth
and volunteers can encounter Christ in a real way.”
His goals?
Y Create a fun and engaging place where our middle
school and high school youth can learn, be themselves
and find Christ in the midst of their everyday lives.
Y Begin a young adult group to help build a

community that holds the same values and
challenges them in their faith – and then
go out and grab a beer together.
Ryan encourages youth and young adults to stay tuned.
“Father Szatkowski and I have been creative and you’ll see
some new opportunities coming in the next few months
to help our whole community grow in faith.”

Ryan Buchanan
Franciscan University—Bachelors in Psychology
Texas A&M Commerce—Masters in Social Work
Favorite pasttimes:
Golf
Most any sport
Madden
Wrestling with his kids
Married to Alexes nearly 6 years
Three beautiful and energetic young boys:
John – 4
Oliver – 3
Sebastian – 1
And he’s a big Philadelphia Eagles fan (so don’t get
him started)!

Saint Paul

Reach out to Ryan:
972-235-2598
rbuchanan@saintpaulchurch.org

Brown and Sabetti receive Bishop’s Awards for Service
Congratulations to Ken Brown and Tony Sabetti, the

two Saint Paul the Apostle members who were recognized at this year’s annual Bishop’s Award for Service
Mass at our Cathedral last month. Bishop Burns recognized more than 130 lay men and women volunteers
from throughout the Diocese of Dallas for all their
hard work and devotion to help the 74 parishes
in our Diocese. Ken and Tony are both deeply involved in serving at Masses and in parish
ministries at Saint Paul. If you are wondering
about a place you could volunteer, please see the
Welcome Center for information about all that
is available in our parish—or ask Ken and Tony
why they have made serving our parish such a
big part of their lives!

.

Stronger Faith. Stronger Community.

“

ACTS [Adoration, Community, Theology, Service] retreats began
in 1997 in San Antonio and they have grown to serve people in 27
states, 58 Dioceses and more than 600 parishes worldwide. Nearly
1 million people have attended so far! And we are blessed to have
the opportunity to attend an ACTS retreat right here at Saint Paul.

We are quite pleased to see how
many parishioners have adopted
Flocknote. This technology is great
because it lets you choose what info
you’d like to receive—via email or
text message— from the various
ministries and groups in our church.

“

Text 84576
if you want messages in English.
Passcode is SPTA

Dedicating a few day’s time with God is a wonderful way to deepen your personal faith. In addition, ACTS strengthens our Saint
Paul community as participation for daily Mass, Adoration, weekly
Stations, various ministries and programs has all increased
since we began these retreats. We want to keep this momentum
going and we hope you’ll consider joining the upcoming retreat to
enhance your journey of faith.
Retreat teams composed of Saint Paul men and women have been
meeting since late 2017 planning and preparing materials for the
2018 Spring Retreats. They do this out of love for our community.
The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three
measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened. —Matthew 13:33

Text 2027653441
if you want messages in Spanish.
Passcode is SPTA

Saint Paul the Apostle 2018

ACTS Retreat Dates
March 22-25, 2018 for Men
April 26-29, 2018 for Women

Or, register at saintpaulchurch.org

at Catholic Conference & Formation Center

Details and registration forms may be found at
saintpaulchurch.org/acts-ministry-group
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