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The Holy Childhood of Jesus
Solemnity of Mary, Epiphany, Day of Prayer for Unborn
New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr.
Religious Minorities in Asia

That Christians and other religious minorities in Asian
		 countries may be able to practice their faith in full freedom.

Improving our spiritual lives
How are those New Year resolutions coming along?

I was sort of surprised to hear, in an informal poll among my friends, that most did not bother to make any res-

olutions this year. I shouldn’t be surprised, since according to an article in Psychology Today, while over half of us
do make resolutions and we might be rocking along superbly right now, by February a majority of us will have
already given up on them. I guess that my friends who are more “seasoned” and who have made resolutions year
after year and failed to keep them have developed a fatalistic attitude toward them—why bother if we’re only
going to fail again?
Are we like that with our spiritual life too? We talk about how we want to grow closer to God through His
son, Jesus, and yet the number of people who wanted to know if there was a “two-fer” combination for the 4th
Sunday of Advent and Christmas was significant. Judging from the attendance numbers for Christmas Masses, I
wonder how many only went to Mass once during that three-day period?
But we should set goals for ourselves and we shouldn’t lose hope when we stumble in our efforts to reach them,
whether they be to improve our physical health or to improve our spiritual health. Especially our spiritual health,
as we have an awesome life coach to work with us—Jesus. He gave us two wonderfully powerful tools—the
Eucharist to feed and sustain us, and Reconciliation to pick us up and heal us when we fall.
It’s not too late to make a resolution. During the month of January we will
hear Gospel passages on the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and His call to His
disciples. That call is to us as well. We can respond by taking advantage of
any of the many opportunities to grow in our faith each week—and to put
that faith into action through one of the many ministries available through
our church community. Let us resolve to make Jesus the priority of our life.
And let us pray for Christians around the world that have made their faith
their life priority, especially those in Asian countries that persecute religious
minorities like Christians, that they will have the freedom to worship God GOD does not call the equipped.
He equips the called.
through the practice of their faith.

		—Fr. John Szatkowski

The year, and our efforts, begins anew.

—Deacon Bob Bonomi

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. –Psalm 95

The new Saint Paul Welcoming Committee is up and running
Our parish is growing and parishioners are inspired

to get involved. The newly formed Welcoming
Committee is ready to connect with newcomers,
visitors and those returning to Saint Paul. The efforts
of this committee are making it easy to learn about
our resources and ways to get involved. You may
have already noticed the new Welcome Table in the
narthex that features materials about activities offered
by Saint Paul Church, its school and many organizations. If you haven’t done so, stop by the table before
or after Mass and a volunteer will help you find what
you are looking for at Saint Paul.
Other refreshing projects are taking place. Powerwashing of exterior brick surfaces and sidewalks plus
refinishing all six church doors are noticeable improvements. We hope these touches will encourage
you to look for opportunities to invite family, friends
and neighbors to join us.
Send a message to SaintPaulWelcoming @gmail.com
for more information.

The Welcoming Committee seeks volunteers to staff the table at weekend
Masses. Please join us and share why Saint Paul has something for everyone! It takes just ten minutes before and after Mass once a month.
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items remaining:
Church candle stand ................ $1,700 (x4)
Cope (green, red) ........................ $650 (x2)
Confirmation vestment set ......... $500 (x4)
Sunday chasuble set ................... $450 (x3)
Sunday dalmatic set .................... $450 (x4)
Weekday chasuble set ................ $200 (x2)
Flor y Canto hymnal .................. $25 (x300)

What are some of these items? For the
celebration of Holy Mass, the vestment
the priest wears is called a chasuble, and
a deacon wears a dalmatic. A cope is a
vestment that is worn by a priest or
deacon for other liturgical functions that
are not a Mass, such as Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and baptisms.

Items may be funded in honor or in memory of a loved one. General donations to
this fund of any amount are welcome, too. For questions or to fund an item on the
Pastor’s Wish List, please send an e-mail to wishlist@saintpaulchurch.org.
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