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Your Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
works for and with Father Szatkowski
to foster pastoral activity in the parish.

Saint Paul the Apostle

Parish Pastoral Council

August Devotion:
Feasts:
Pope’s Intention:
		
		

UPDATE

The Immaculate Heart of Mary (the Assumption of Mary)
Transfiguration, Assumption
Artists
That artists of our time, through their ingenuity,
may help everyone discover the beauty of creation.		

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the firmament proclaims the works of his hands. —Psalm 19
August. The scorching heat may be in full swing, but the end of summer is drawing near. Vacations
are over; school begins. And as eager (and not so eager) minds return to their studies and parents look
forward to the quiet of an empty house and the frustration of school zones, this is a good time to reflect
on the beauty in God’s creation.
This month our Holy Father’s intentions look to those who portray the beauty of God’s creation
through their work—artists. When we hear the word, “artist,” we often have an image of a painter in
front of a canvas, or maybe a sculptor in front of a block of marble. But
photographers, singers, actors—even a child with his Play-Doh—are artists.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “(M)an also expresses the truth
of his relationship with God the Creator by the beauty of his artistic works… Arising
from talent given by the Creator and from man’s own effort, art is a form of practical wisdom… to give form to the truth of reality in a language accessible to sight or
hearing.” (CCC 2501)
Over the centuries, human works of art have helped people to embrace the
The Assumption divine mysteries of our faith. Two of those mysteries which we celebrate this
by Rubens month—the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary—are stunningly portrayed in paintings by Raphael and
Rubens. Their beauty recalls the glory surrounding the mysteries of our
The Transfiguration
Mary’s Incarnate Son and Mary our Blessed Mother.
by Raphael
The Catechism summarizes by saying, “The fine arts, but above all sacred art, ‘of their nature are directed toward
expressing in some way the infinite beauty of God in works made by human hands.Their dedication to the increase
of God’s praise and of his glory is more complete, the more exclusively they are devoted to turning men’s minds
devoutly toward God.’ “ (CCC 2513) True art, however it affects our senses of sight, sound, smell, taste or
touch, must by its very creative nature draw us closer to God—or it isn’t really “art.”
And so, as we give honor to God through the grace of our artistic talents, we pray:
“The heavens are telling the glory of God, and all creation is shouting for joy. Come, dance in
the forest, come, play in the field, and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.” (from the “Canticle of
the Sun” by St. Francis of Assisi)
								—Deacon Bob Bonomi

Our new Shepherd:
Hometown Richardson, near Jupiter and Renner Roads
Parish while growing up St. Mark the Evangelist, Plano
High School Plano East Senior High
Seminary Holy Trinity Seminary while studying at University of 		
Dallas, graduation in 2005; also attended Saint Mary’s
Seminary in Houston
studying at University
of St. Thomas
Diocese Dallas, ordained in 2010
First assignment Parochial Vicar at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Plano
Vocation Director for Diocese
to promote vocations
to the priesthood and
serve as director of 		
seminarians for the 		
diocese
Most recently, served at Holy Trinity Seminary as part of the
formation faculty, working over the past three years
with seminarians in our Dallas Diocese as well as across
Texas and the US

I believe the most important thing a parish priest does for
his parish is celebrate the sacraments and celebrate them
well! So, the celebration of Mass and sacramental
reconciliation are paramount in my ministry here. I’m also Heart for supporting seminarians. At Saint Paul the Apostle we
can expect to see seminarians visiting and participating,
looking forward to being very involved with our parochial
especially during summer or Christmas breaks.
school and youth and faith formation programs.
Please welcome them!
About my family
My parents met at Texas A&M University in College Station and
moved to Richardson a few years after being married. I’m the middle
of three children, having two sisters, Kimberly and Kelli. My niece
just turned two and is the life of my family.
Great influences on me
My parents are definitely the biggest influence in my life in terms of
giving oneself freely to the Church. They both were very involved
with the life of our parish when I was growing up, and I saw them
as strong, faithful models of serving the Church as much as they
were able. Through my own involvement at Saint Mark, I came to
know many great priests from all over the world and from different
religious orders and dioceses. My involvement with them helped me
learn that priests are generally pretty normal guys who love what
they do. My biggest priest-influence had to be Msgr. Duffy Gardner,
who was pastor of Saint Mark during my years in high school.

Father John Szatkowski
Favorite foods
I’m your standard meat-and-potatoes
type of guy.
Favorite TV shows
The Walking Dead; 			
Homeland;
House of Cards;
The X-Files;
Alias;
Arrested Development
Favorite movies
Many, but the
Back to the Future Trilogy is
probably my all-time favorite.
Favorite books
Dark Night of the Soul
by St. John of the Cross
The Confessions by St. Augustine
What do you enjoy in your free time?
In my free time I enjoy spending time with my family, friends, and dogs. There
are a number of us younger Dallas priests who get together fairly often to share
meals, go to movies, and support each other in our ministry. Though I don’t get
there as often as I’d like, I do go out to a gun range to shoot my guns from time
to time. I’m a musician and relax often through playing or simply listening to
music. I also enjoy encountering the beauty of God’s creation in the outdoors,
especially hiking and camping up in the mountains of Colorado. Touring wineries
in Napa Valley is a vacation I try to make every few years, too.

Favorite songs
Church hymns:
Lift High the Cross
O God Beyond All Praising

What do you most look forward to
now that you are back focusing on parish life?
I’m looking forward to the variety of challenges parish life poses for a pastor and
encountering a wide range of people in their joyful and difficult moments of life.

Why I love being a priest
My journey as a priest over the past seven years has been a rather interesting ride. One goes
through seminary thinking he’ll spend the entirety of his priesthood as a parish priest, and, as I
mentioned during my introduction here a few weeks ago, I’ve been away from parish life for five
years and working exclusively with seminarians and vocation promotion. My time as a priest
thus far has been both wonderful and extremely difficult, but choosing to serve God and allow
Him complete control of my life, including my assignments, is freeing. Serving the People of
God, then, in whatever way God has in mind is always an adventure!

What’s

N EW S @ Saint Paul
Flocknote is coming to Saint Paul!

Back in the classroom

Research shows that text messaging and email are the most
effective way to communicate today, and that’s exactly how
Flocknote can help us stay more connected with community
news and events.You can sign up to receive general news and
choose which groups you want updates from, and of course,
you can unsubscribe yourself at any time.

We can be proud that Saint Paul School fosters academic
excellence in an environment that cares for and develops the
whole person, mind, body and spirit. As we enter our 61st
year, about 300 PK3 to eighth grade students are an important
part of our Saint Paul community. We encourage everyone to
watch for ways to support the good things happening at our
school, led by Principal Darbie Safford.

What is really great about getting on Flocknote is
that members of our community can now interact with survey responses, comments, RSVPs and
group discussions. Getting our members on
Flocknote will improve communications.
Flocknote is great way to keep up with all the wonderful
things happening in and around Saint Paul the Apostle. Stay
tuned for more information and learn how easy it is to sign up.

“Welcome” to four new teachers this year!

CALENDAR
from left: Katy Bové, Erin Zihlman-Pack, Marie Smith, and
Jennifer Fulbright

School Bubble Mass
8 AM in the Church

Aug 25

Steak & Games Night 				
6:30 - 11 PM @ Parish Center

Sept 14

North Texas Giving Day
Support Saint Paul the Apostle 			
Church & School community

Y
Sept 17

Back to School Breakfast
8 - 11 AM @ Parish Center

coming soon

A formal welcome celebration for
Father Szatkowski

Go to saintpaulchurch.org for more info on all events

Q Why did the priest giggle during his homily?
A He had Mass hysteria.
Four-year-old Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud until
his big sister Emily exclaimed, “You’re not supposed to
talk out loud in church.”

LOL

PK4 Teacher Erin Zihlman-Pack–a Saint Paul School alumna–
earned her education degree at Texas Woman’s University with a
minor in Special Education. Erin is the mother of two beautiful girls, Sienna, 2, and Brooklyn, 1. Y Fourth Grade Teacher
Jennifer Fulbright–also an alumna of Saint Paul School–grew
up right here in Richardson where she still lives with her fouryear-old son, Noah, who is a PK4 student. Jennifer earned her
degree in Early Childhood Education from Texas Tech University as well as EC-6, Special Education, and ESL Certifications.
Y Middle School Science Teacher Katy Bové has been a core
science teacher at Bishop Dunne Catholic School and enjoyed
developing interactive lessons at The Science Place. Katy lives
in Richardson with her two daughters, Mia, 11, and Annabelle
Grace, seven, and their dog, Lucky. YMusic Teacher Marie
Smith will teach music to PK3 through 8th grade, direct the
Saint Paul School choir, coordinate school masses, and introduce
orchestra as a new opportunity for Saint Paul School students.
She has a degree in violin performance and a masters degree
with a focus in Sacred Music from the University of Notre
Dame.

Aug 25

We encourage everyone to watch for ways to learn
more about our school. And remember, if you would like to
volunteer, please be sure to complete or update your Safe
Environment training.

Spirit is produced by Communication Ministry members:

“Why? Who’s going to stop me?” Joel asked.
Emily pointed to the back of the church and said, “See
those two men standing by the door?”
“They’re hushers.”
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