June 2017
Your Parish Pastoral Council
(PPC) continues to work
alongside Father David and is
adding many reasons to
become more involved at
Saint Paul the Apostle. Along
with our parish organizations,
the PPC continues to build
and inspire community spirit
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Saint Paul the Apostle

Parish Pastoral Council
June Devotion:
Feasts:
Other:
Pope’s Intention:
		

UPDATE

Sacred Heart of Jesus
Pentecost, Corpus Christi (Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ)

Flag Day, Father’s Day
National Leaders
That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending the
arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent people.

Summer state of mind, body & Soul
In addition to the various liturgical celebrations that mark the end of the Easter season, June generally
marks the end of the school year and the start of that special feast celebrated by students across the
country: summer vacation. There’s an old song that begins...
Summertime, and the livin’ is easy… Fish are jumpin’ and the cotton is high.
(from George Gershwin’s 1935 opera Porgy and Bess).

I’m not too sure that “easy” is the way to describe summers in Texas, where
sweltering temperatures can hit long before the official start of summer,
wearing on air conditioning systems and people’s attitudes alike.
And despite the perception of easy living that comes with the anticipation
of family vacations and an escape from school work, summertime often
results in boredom for our children and increased stress on their parents as
they work to make summer “enjoyable.”
Sadly, summers are tough on churches too as Mass attendance drops;
decorum in our churches vanishes with the onslaught of sandals, shorts and
tank tops, and God our Father takes a back seat to all of the other, “more
important” summer activities with which we fill our schedules.
Saint Paul School
students frolic on the
church lawn enjoying
“Splash Day” during
SPS Packer Nation
Adventure Camp.

So this year, let’s KEEP GOD IN SUMMER! Consider sharing a gift with your heavenly Father and offer Him these summertime “gifts.”

• The Gift of your Presence each Sunday at Mass. Check ahead for churches and Mass times 		
wherever you are going – you may find that visiting a new church and discovering its history 		
SPS offers a June can be exciting. It is easy to plan ahead.
summer session for
• The Gift of Respect when attending Mass. Summers ARE hot, but you can still dress 			
students in PK3 - 6th
grades. 7th and 8th respectfully and cool with clean shorts and a short-sleeved polo or light-weight button-up 			
grade students have the shirt. Leave the t-shirts with slogans and the ratty P.E. shorts at home. And mom, don’t wear 		
opportunity to serve as those clothes to church that can cause others to “sin” just by looking at you.

junior counselors, gaining
leadership skills.

• Don’t forget your weekly “gift” to God. You can use Faith Direct or online bill-pay to 			
show your thankfulness to God for the gifts He has given you.
									—Deacon Bob Bonomi

Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. —Matthew 10:32

David Flori’s path to the priesthood, and
then Saint Paul, was a long and winding road
One of six children born of German/Italian parents, young
David grew up a typical boy in Waco,Texas. He dreamed of
becoming a professional baseball player. During high school
he realized he was not able to hit a curve ball so he wisely
stepped away from that fantasy and focused on his education.
He worked his way through college—holding down a twenty hour a week job at a local savings and loan institution
while taking a full load. At 23, he graduated from Baylor
University with a degree in Accounting. Although eager
to enter business, he was immediately drafted by the Army
and spent much of his time in Germany. After the Army, he
entered corporate America.

He worked at a small chemical manufacturing firm.When
the company was sold in 1974, he was at the top of his game
in the accounting arena. But he wanted more. More than a
nice salary, nice car, and season tickets to the Texas Rangers.
He found himself “a bit discontented with [his] life in general.”1 He asked himself “What am I doing
for others?” He was “making good money
and spending it all” but began to wonder
where he was going.Thoughts of a priestly
vocation entered his head. He tried to
ignore the call to the religious life but he
knew he needed a change.The notion of
entering the priesthood kept getting stronger. “I thought I was being called—that
God has something else for me to do.”
David Flori entered Holy Trinity Seminary and was
ordained May 24, 1986. His Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated at All Saints on May 25, 1986. He delivered his first
homily at his brother’s parish, Saint Pius X in Dallas—he
chose to speak about “miracles.”
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And so it was a
miracle that he took
those first steps to
leave a comfortable
life as a successful
businessman, hang up
his business suits and
trade them in for a
Roman collar and a
life of austerity and
ministry to others.
Father served as a priest for 31 years with 23 of those at
Saint Paul the Apostle. As he explained to Bishop Burns
when they discussed his retirement plan, he stayed so long
because he continued to enjoy great people and interesting projects in our community. He looks back fondly at
all the sacraments at which he
officiated especially, reception of
RCIA candidates into the faith
at Easter Vigil services, First Holy
Communion and weddings. His
funeral liturgies are legendary for
their sincerity and poignancy.
David Flori will
be dearly missed.
He has done
great things for
Saint Paul. Yet he
remains a humble
man, a quiet man
at times, a witty
man, a man of the
cloth, a man of
the people and for the people.
We will miss our Father David and he will always be
remembered. His name will be engraved over the entrance
to the great hall in the Parish Center. The space is named
Rev. David J. Flori Hall, likely more often called, Flori Hall.
And so the good people of Saint Paul say, “So long, farewell,
auf Wiedersehen, good bye.”
You’ve been a good, good Father to us. Godspeed. Happy
hunting.

Quotes attributed to Father Flori are those found in the November 14, 1986 Texas Catholic article by Pat McComb.

Young and old gather to celebrate Father David and wish him well

On June 17, 2017, parishioners
of Saint Paul gathered to celebrate
Father Flori: his many years
shepherding our community and his
upcoming retirement. The mood in
the Parish Center was one of
admiration, gratitude and love for our
Pastor for the last 23 years.
There were over 800 guests including Flori family members and
families from St. Philip’s, Father David’s first pastoral assignment.
During a short program, much praise and thanks for Father
David’s commitment and tireless dedication to Saint Paul were heard.
When Father took the mic, joined by his young nephew Philip, he
too, gave thanks and praise for his parishioners. He said, “I am overwhelmed by your generosity.” Organizers
of the tribute considered it “a labor of love.”

Visit saintpaulchurch.org to view the
June 17, 2017 photo album of the beautifully planned reception

S u mm er tim e NEWS @ Saint
School may be CLOSED for
CALENDAR

Paul

summer, but registration is
WIDE OPEN for grades K-8

June 26-30

Please contact the school office
972-235-3263 or visit the school
website www.spsdfw.org
for additional information.

July 1& 2
First Masses celebrated by
		Father John Szatkowski
		our new pastor!

Vacation Bible School

July 2		
Join with fellow worshippers to say
		“Howdy, Father Szatkowski!”
		while you enjoy coffee, donuts & juice
		
under the school front porch
		
after the 8:00 and 9:15 Masses

Men @ WORK so our children may PLAY safely!

A new playground is taking shape on the Saint Paul School
playground. Numerous school parents have recorded long,
hard hours of demolition and reconstruction work. Hats
are off to all who came with wheelbarrows and shovels and
strong backs. These selfless volunteers know first-hand the
true meaning of sweat equity. Weather permitting, the work
should be finished by end of June.
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GUM FREE!
We all know it’s bad manners
to chew gum in polite company.
It is really bad manners to chew
gum in church. PLEASE place
your gum in the rubbish bins
ouside the church BEFORE you
enter God’s House.

If you get caught chewing gum in
school, it’s off to Detention!

PLEASE
NO GUM

INSIDE

CHURCH
& SCHOOL

Saint Paul Youth Community Outreach

July 12
		

Women’s Guild Summer Social
6:30 pm in Flori Hall in the Parish Center

Focus on family
This monthly feature will resume in the
July issue of the PPC Spirit newsletter
Do you have a family in mind that should be featured? Please let us
know. Send content suggestions to news@saintpaulchurch.org.

COMING SOON

to a pasture near Saint Paul
Where do priests go after they retire?
Out to pasture.

LOL

Let us pray. Let us learn.
Let us make
Saint Paul Church & School

July 10-13

Parishioner: Father, I went skydiving yesterday!
Priest: Why would you do such a foolish thing?
Parishioner: It was great! I felt close to Heaven up there.
Priest: Yes, but you’re going the wrong way!
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And then there was the religion professor
who got fired for being a loose canon.
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